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1 ,:;aw '.2 alter·nate plumage adult Thave, s Gulls ( Lar1...,.s 
thaveril at the Erie Public Dock on 5 March 1991. This 
species is classified as a ·'rar1tv" in Pennsvlvania ( i-<.0Jater 
19901. althouqh 1t does occu, annuallv in Erie Countv. 
However-. reports of adult birds are rare tG.M. McW1lliams. 
per·sonal communication). I will desc,-ibe 1n detail onlv the 
fir·:3t bir•d that I OK)Ser·ved. 

Both bi,ds we,e associated with a flock of 
aPoroximatelY 800 qulls which were feedino or1 a larqe Kill 
of Gi22arc1 s1·1ad ( Doroso .. ,:,1,3 ce.oeaL::inwn). This flock 11~a's 
comor1sed almost entirely of alternate Plumaoe adult Herrino 
Gulls; (L. arc;-entatus). In addition. apor·o>omatelv 30C0 
Hen·1ng Gulls and R1nq-b1lled Gull':::; ( L. !..1Cl""'~\id/C/1'3JS,) a.n,j J 

Iceland Gull t L. qJaucc1clesl were present 1n tr1e oeneral 
v1c1.n1tv of the Er·1e Public Dock .. 

The Herrino Gull flock in which the Thaver s Gulls wers 
located permitted verv close approach which allowed for 
ca r- e f u 1 co rw::) a r i '.'::,on of t he 2 s i:::, e c 1 es . I s a VJ t r1 e f i r· s t 
T ha Ve r , s Gu 11 a t l 2 ; 4 5 p . M . ' a n cl I Ob '3 e r· Ve d 1 t CO n t i nu Ou s 1 V 

until 1:35 P.M. Initiallv. it was feedinq bv 1tself on a 
Gizzard Shad 1.AJhich ~,ad beer·: 1;1)3.Shed 3':,;hot·e. J o:'lPPtC2\Ched t,:, 
w i t h i n 3 me t er s of the b i n:, . I vJ as s t r u ck. i rn med i a t e l ,; :::iv 
1 ts u ru f o nn 1 v d a r I-< b r· o VJ n i r i s s u r r o u i, de d b ,; a d 3X k ::> u r ::) 1 e 
ort)it3l r·inq. These cha,actei~istics a,·e us .. uallv suff1cient 
to distinouish Thaver's Gulls from similar species: however. 
Her,·ino Gulls and Iceland Gulls rnav sr10~\1 a ve1·v ::;jmil3;· 
combination of rn.:i.r· (<s (Lehman 1 '?80 l . The r·e f ,)r·e I e>.3.nH ned 
ti1i~:; b1td for· add1tional cl·k1,·:1cter·1'.'::;t1<:s. 

P1t r·est U,e b1rc1 closely ,esembled neart)v Het·r•ii·1q 
Gulls. !I was not able to comoa,e directlv this bird with 
an Icel.3.nd Gull.) The bir-d's mantle 1AJas: a':, d.11·k 3'.",, c:r· 
d21r·k.e, tt·1an. the Herrinq Cull·:s·. The bit·d'·:, b11J .<Ja~. 
slighter than the Herrinq Gulls'. an~ its head was rounaet. 
I could discern no difference in 1eq colot betvH::en the 2 
soec1es. (cil'3o the color· oatte,·n of the .<J1nq t1i:.:i-::::. ·)f tt,e 
s tan d i n q b i ,· d v,1 a.·:.:.; i n d i s: t i n q u 1 s l"l ab 1 e f r om t he Hu r r- i n q Gu l 1 s ' 
The bir·d called fr·equ(snLlv. but l cuulcl dis.'.~•e;'·n no 
d i f f e r- e n c e f ;' o i-11 t 1·1 e H rn- r 1 n q Gu 1 1 ::., ' v o ca l 1. z a t i o n s; . 

I n f l i , :1 h t t he b i r· d d i f f e t' C CJ C O r, ';;, l de r· .3 b l V f r O II, t' l \,' 1 n :1 

Her·r1nq Culls. F,om aoove and fr·o111 t)clovJ the t,i,·d's. t1J1i·1q 
tips shov,;ed niuch le,::::;s black. than c1id otr,er flvinq H>.::,i"ri.n>.:1 
Gulls'. HovJever, tr1is bird''•::, trJinq Lu:.is c::c,ntained nwre b1acl< 
tl13.n have an'/ Icel3.nd Gu 11 ·· i3 th.:.:: t I h,x/e see:n 

I am av,;,::J.re tnat e><trerne caut1on should be e.,,erc1s;2>.:! in 
'.,:.:er.:::,ar·atinq Thaver· s Gull from Iceland Gull 3.nd Herr·i1,<:i Culi. 



Gosselin and David (lg75l and Lehman (19801 review the 
differenc,ss. 
tne-:,e ::,Pec1e":S, and even verv well ot,,ser·vec: b1t·ds rnav be 
irnposs1ble to identitv. Mv cJa1rn r,ere i-:;; that tt:e Phvsical 
characteristics of the b1rd which I have reported conforrr1 
rn o s t close 1 v to p u I:) l -Ls he d des c r 1 P t 1 on s of ni aver· · '.S Gu 11 . 
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